THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA
far advanced (the 'hurricane season' imminent), he had no recourse
but to winter in Havana.1
Escorting the advice-boat sent with the news of the decision so to
winter, vessels carrying monies to pay garrisons in Florida and
Puerto Rico, and still others despatched to the Canary Islands for
supplies, Luis Alfonso Flores2 went out from Havana toward the end
of August with a small squadron under orders to clear the coast of
enemies so that foodstuffs for the detained fleets and the galleons
might come into Havana unmolested. Alfonso Flores saw his convoy
through the Bahama channel and by early September he too was
back in port, reporting that neither had he seen any enemies.3
The Hopewell and Moonlight had gone to Virginia where John
White, on board as the Spaniards knew4, found only relics of c the
lost colony9. The editor has seen no evidence that the Spanish had
anything whatsoever to do with its disappearance or were even
aware of that tragedy, but the probability of its occurrence is indi-
cated in Document No. 65.
In Spain, news of the decision to hold the fleets in Havana until
the spring of 1591 occasioned panic. Reflecting the grief of the busi-
ness interests at Seville, the Council for Indies5 recommended that
an adequate naval force be sent to bring them home and to teach
the English renewed respect for Spain.
Humiliating as was the position of His Catholic Majesty's officers,
'corralled', as Texeda put it,6 while 'audacious Englishmen' without
shame7 dared them at their own doors, hi seeking to quiet agitation
at Seville the Crown insisted8 that neither Havana nor the shipping
in its harbour was in any immediate danger. Yet there seems to have
been at least one occasion when Oribe Apallua saw fit to station ships
at the harbour mouth to protect the port and the vessels of the united
1 A. de /., 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127, minutes of the council so resolving,
Havana, August 9, 1590. The decision was made in Havana, not in Spain. Cf.
Corbett, op. tit., n, p. 349,
a Documents Nos. ji-ypost.
3 A. de L3 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127, his of September 7, 1590 to the Crown.
Cf. Document No. impost.
* Documents Nos. 71, enclosure No. 2; 74post.
5 A. de /., 140-7-35, Indiferente General 741, the Council for Indies to His
Majesty, Madrid, October 30, 1590, etc., etc.; 143-3-19, Indiferente General 1100,
many related documents.
6 Document No. 75 post.
7 Principal Navigations, x, p. 163. Cf. Wright, I. A., Historia Documentada deSan
Ckristobal de la Habana en el Sigh XVI (Havana, 192 7), i, pp. 137 et seq.
*A.di /., 140-7-35, Indiferente General 741, the Council for Indies to His
Majesty, Madrid, November 19,1590.